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Readings and Sermon for the feast of All Saints, 1st November 2020 

Collect 

Almighty God, 
you have knit together your elect 
in one communion and fellowship 
in the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord: 
grant us grace so to follow your blessed saints 
in all virtuous and godly living 
that we may come to those inexpressible joys 
that you have prepared for those who truly love you; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

Revelation 7.9-end 

The Multitude from Every Nation 

9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all 
tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with 
palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 
‘Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!’  
11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they 
fell on their faces before the throne and worshipped God, 12singing, 
‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
and thanksgiving and honour 
and power and might 
be to our God for ever and ever! Amen.’  

13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come 
from?’ 14I said to him, ‘Sir, you are the one that knows.’ Then he said to me, ‘These are they who have come 
out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.  
15 For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
   and worship him day and night within his temple, 
   and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.  
16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 
   the sun will not strike them, 
   nor any scorching heat;  
17 for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd, 
   and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’  

1 John 3:1-3 

31See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. 
The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; 
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what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like 
him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.  

Matthew 5:1-12 

5When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 
2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:  

3 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

4 ‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  

5 ‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  

6 ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.  

7 ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  

8 ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  

9 ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.  

10 ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

11 ‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely 
on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you.  

 
 
Sermon by Mike Turner (Reader) 
 
Our gospel reading for today comes from the early part of St Matthew’s gospel, and from the early part of 
Jesus ministry.  According to some scholars, it is difficult to know whether the passage  we heard wholly 
belongs here as the summary of one occasion, or whether it is a compilation by St Matthew of teachings 
given by Jesus on numerous occasions.  Whichever it is or was makes little difference; it’s the message it 
contains that is of paramount importance.  
 
I said at the beginning that this reading comes from an early part of Jesus ministry, and it is equally true 
therefore that it comes from the early part of the disciples time with him.  If you read the passage preceding 
our reading today, the only disciples mentioned are Andrew, Peter, James and John.   According to 
Matthew’s account these four had just accompanied Jesus on a journey through the towns and villages of 
Galilee, listening and watching him teaching, preaching and healing.   
 
News of Jesus actions had spread far and wide, and great crowds from the surrounding regions had begun 
to follow him.  On one day, we are told, seeing the large crowd who were following him, Jesus selects a 
suitable mountainside position, no doubt with allusions to Moses bringing the commandments down the 
mountain to the people of Israel, sits down and begins to teach them as a rabbi would teach. 
 
As he teaches those around him, I see in my minds eye the disciples straining to catch every word and 
nuance he uses, while many of the crowd after initially listening intently, begin to wander off mentally, and 
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possibly physically, as the message in his teaching becomes more difficult to grasp.  Shades of, when’s he 
going to get to the exciting bit, what’s he talking about, when’s he going to start the healing, etc? 
As we listen to those same words today I wonder if we listen intently, or does our attention tend to wander; 
and in so doing do we get only half the story and miss some of the important bits? 
So what did the disciples and those in the crowd listening intently make of this teaching?  As mainly Jews, 
God’s chosen people, were the crowd shocked or dismayed by some of his pronouncements?   What was 
their understanding about statements such as, Blessed are the poor in spirit, or Blessed are the meek, or 
Blessed are the persecuted?  Did they discern the scriptural connections that the poor in spirit are those 
who put their trust not in man but in God alone; that the meek are those who are so small before God they 
can be exalted without becoming proud; that the persecuted are those who by earthly standards appear to 
lose everything, but in fact have gained everything? 
Did those early disciples, those embryo saints, grasp what following Jesus really meant, that this was to be a 
profoundly different way of life with distinctive values and ambitions; that citizens of this new kingdom 
would need to put God first in everything, and in doing so would be the way God meant us to be and live a 
life of profound joy.   
By the same token did we, when we started on our journey with Jesus, fully understand what agreeing to 
follow him would mean? 
 
Today we celebrate the feast of All Saints, the day when we commemorate all the well-known and the not 
so well-known people who, through their holy deeds or behaviour are deemed to be worthy of veneration.  
These are they, as it says in todays reading from Revelation, who have washed their robes in the blood of 
the Lamb and have made them white. 
Many of these saints were martyrs who gave their lives as witnesses to the faith; many were celebrated 
church men and women, and a great number are less well known; and of course there are those of equal 
importance whose names are only known only by God. 
Now I might be wrong in supposing, and indeed I am happy to be corrected if that is the case, if you were to 
ask these saints about their lives they would answer that they often got things wrong, they were in fact far 
from being perfect - they just simply tried their best to live up to the exacting standards set out by their 
Lord. 
God knows none of us are faultless, we often become distracted and go astray, time and time again we need 
to ask for his forgiveness - and for that reason he sent his Son to bring the good news of his salvation;  that if 
we truly turn to Jesus and try our best to follow him, our mistakes, our sins will be forgiven. 
And then among those who wear white robes, among those who are blessed and are truly happy, there will 
be a place for people like you and me. 
 


