
Readings and Sermon for the 2nd Sunday before Advent, 15th November 2020 

Collect 

Heavenly Father, 
whose blessed Son was revealed 
to destroy the works of the devil 
and to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life: 
grant that we, having this hope, 
may purify ourselves even as he is pure; 
that when he shall appear in power and great glory 
we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; 
where he is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Zephaniah 1.7,12-18 

7 Be silent before the Lord God! 
   For the day of the Lord is at hand; 
the Lord has prepared a sacrifice, 
   he has consecrated his guests.  
12 At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, 
   and I will punish the people 
who rest complacently* on their dregs, 
   those who say in their hearts, 
‘The Lord will not do good, 
   nor will he do harm.’  
13 Their wealth shall be plundered, 
   and their houses laid waste. 
Though they build houses, 
   they shall not inhabit them; 
though they plant vineyards, 
   they shall not drink wine from them.  

 
14 The great day of the Lord is near, 
   near and hastening fast; 
the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter, 
   the warrior cries aloud there.  
15 That day will be a day of wrath, 
   a day of distress and anguish, 
a day of ruin and devastation, 
   a day of darkness and gloom, 
a day of clouds and thick darkness,  
16   a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 
against the fortified cities 
   and against the lofty battlements.  

 
17 I will bring such distress upon people 
   that they shall walk like the blind; 
   because they have sinned against the Lord, 
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their blood shall be poured out like dust, 
   and their flesh like dung.  
18 Neither their silver nor their gold 
   will be able to save them 
   on the day of the Lord’s wrath; 
in the fire of his passion 
   the whole earth shall be consumed; 
for a full, a terrible end 
   he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 

1 Thessalonians 5.1-11 

5Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters,* you do not need to have anything 
written to you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 
3When they say, ‘There is peace and security’, then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labour 
pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 4But you, beloved,* are not in darkness, 
for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of 
the night or of darkness. 6So then, let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 
7for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the 
day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 
9For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died 
for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11Therefore encourage one another 
and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.  

Matthew 25:14-30 

14 ‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15to 
one he gave five talents,* to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went 
away. 16The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five 
more talents. 17In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18But the one 
who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19After a 
long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20Then the one who had 
received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, “Master, you handed over to me 
five talents; see, I have made five more talents.” 21His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy 
slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy 
of your master.” 22And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, “Master, you handed over to 
me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.” 23His master said to him, “Well done, good and 
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter 
into the joy of your master.” 24Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, 
“Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did 
not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is 
yours.” 26But his master replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not 
sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, 
and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him, and 
give it to the one with the ten talents. 29For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an 
abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30As for this 
worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  
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Sermon by Reverend Michelle Godbold (Rector) 

In Jesus’ parables God is often seen to be the main Character in the story. In the story today the main 

character is the rich man and traditional interpretations cast this man to be God. Can you think of someone 

who is tremendously rich? Not a little bit rich but famously rich. Someone who has a huge amount of 

money and as a result has gained themselves a huge amount of power? Someone that potentially exploits 

other people and even maybe breaks the law to make themselves more rich and more powerful. Someone 

with so much money and power that they could be perceived as dangerous.  

 

You might be able to think of someone like that or you might not, but picture that person or that type of 

person and put that picture you have of them into your minds eye as we think about the parable of Jesus 

that we’ve just heard. 

Imagine that a rich and powerful person, maybe a business man, giving a huge amount of money to 3 of 

the people who work for him. Money not for themselves of course but for them to look after, while he 

trots off on holiday or to do something else, he entrusts his money to them.  

The one who he deems to have the most ability he gives the most amount of money to and the one with 

the least amount of ability he gives the least. However even the one given the least amount of money is 

still given a huge amount maybe as much as what would be half a lifetimes worth of his wages. The rich 

man doesn’t tell any of them what to do with the money but just leaves them with it to do with what they 

will.  

 

The first two employees take the money and offer loans with it to land owners and homeowners, loans 

they can’t afford, with unreasonable terms and extortionate interest rates which will either bleed them dry  

or mean that they have to hand over the land and property they own that the loan is secured upon 

because they can not afford the repayments (not dissimilar to what happened in the financial crash of 

2008), they also maybe even undertake illegal activity with some of the money to maximise the profits.  

 

Of course, they make huge amounts of money through extortionate repayments and the seizing of 

property so much so that they double the original amounts they had been given. Did they act in this way 

because they knew this is what was expected of them and know they would be rewarded, so do so out of 

their own greed, or because they fear what their boss will do to them if they do not. When the boss asks 

for what is his he is pleased with how much profit these 2 employees have made him, despite the way in 

which it has been made. And he rewards them with fancy cars, hefty bonuses and promotion. 

 The third employee however doesn’t act in this way, when he is given the money to look after he stuffs 

the money under his mattress and waits until he is asked for it back. Maybe he is scared of losing it so 

thinks it better to be able to give back what he was given for he knows his boss is not forgiving, but maybe 

instead it is because he refuses to exploit others or break the law, unlike his colleagues who put greed and 

the love of money above doing what is right.  

 

He decides not to do anything with the money despite the consequences he may face. Of course when he 

gives his boss the money given back with no profit, his boss is fuming, not helped by the fact the 3rd 

employee calls out his boss’ bad behaviour, calling him harsh and saying he taking money and property by 

exploitation for his own gains.  

 

This certainly doesn’t help the situation and his Boss fire’s him saying he’ll make sure the 3rd employee  

will never work again. He then says those that make him plenty of money will give more to and those who 

don’t he will take everything away. 



 

Does this rich business man sound like the God we believe in? 

The parable that we heard earlier is one of Jesus’ well known parables, the parable of the talents, 

appearing in both Matthew’s gospel as we heard this morning and also in Luke’s gospel. Traditionally the 

parable is interpreted as a story about using and offering our gifts for the furthering of the Kingdom of God 

not hiding them away, about sharing the gospel and being ready for the second coming of Jesus.  

 

It is a parable that is often referred to when churches think about stewardship of time talents and money.  

In this way God is cast as the rich business man, welcoming those that use the gifts he has given them to 

further his kingdom and those who turn away from offering their gifts back to God he throws out.  

However, there is another strand of Christian theology called liberation theology that speaks to this 

parable that we have considered today in the modern retelling of the story. It is too easy as I said the other 

week on Bible Sunday to not dig deeper into the scriptures we have because we think we have already 

learnt the interpretation of what Jesus was trying to say. But if we look once again at the story, not glossing 

over the surface, but concentrating on all that is included we have to ask ourselves is there anything about 

the story that doesn’t sit comfortably with the interpretation we have chosen to adopt?  

 

It doesn’t mean that the interpretation that we have already in our minds is not valid but we have to ask if 

there is something else which the text may point towards aswell. 

 

In light of the many of Jesus’ teachings talking about the upside down nature of the kingdom of God,  

the first will be last and the last will be first, blessed be the poor for they shall inherit the kingdom of God,  

it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God  

I could go on, the last few words of this passage and the actions of the rich man certainly grate somewhat  

with my understanding within the wider context of scripture when we cast  God as the rich man. 

‘For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have 

nothing, even what they have will be taken away.’ 

In modern western culture the natural inclination is to see that the first two slaves did well as they 

multiplied what they had been given. We live in a money orientated society with the accumulation of 

wealth being seen as a positive and something to strive for however in ancient times this was often 

frowned upon because it was seen that there was only so much wealth to be shared around and someone 

getting more ultimately that meant that someone else was getting less.  

 

Therefore the 3rd slave would be seen by some as something of a hero for standing up to his rich master  

in refusing to collude with worldly values making him more rich and others poorer, placing justice at the 

centre of his actions, despite the detriment and persecution to himself.  

 

Therefore a liberation theology reading of this parable casts the third slave as the model Jesus is 

advocating; with the rich man, instead of being God, being the world and it’s obsession with wealth 

and the two slaves, that made money, those who collude with this obsession.  

 

Some even say that the third slave is actually depicting Jesus who called out the corruption of the religious 

institutions and the way of the world, the rich becoming richer whilst the poor become poorer, the result 

of which meant that the world declared he should be thrown out into the outer darkness where there 

would be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  



 

And so taking this slant on the parable, it could be said that it is teaching, that we should not to collude 

with the world’s love of money and of greed and that kingdom values should be at the heart of how we 

respond. 

Looking at the parable from this angle there much to consider about our traditional interpretations,  

particularly at a time when there is so much economic uncertainty and an apparent and stark widening of 

the gap between the rich and the poor of our society. In 2020 should there even be a question about 

whether children go hungry or whether people can afford to live when at the same time others are 

becoming exponentially richer?  

 

As Christians is this parable calling us to action? To speak out against exploitation and greed? Do we speak 

out like the third slave against the worldly values  despite the risk to ourselves or do we collude with those  

who would do anything for their own personal gain in the hope they might reward us, forgetting those 

harmed in the meanwhile.  

 

So I invite you to reread this parable again with fresh eyes and wrestle with it to see how God is trying to 

speak to us in this present time. 

Amen. 

 

 


