
Readings and Sermon for Sunday 22nd November 2020, Christ the King 

 

Collect 

Eternal Father, 
whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven 
that he might rule over all things as Lord and King: 
keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit 
and in the bond of peace, 
and bring the whole created order to worship at his feet; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 

For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. As 
shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out 
my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day 
of clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from 
the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains 
of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with 
good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie 
down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I 
myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord God. I 
will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will 
strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.  

Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the 
lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals 
with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no 
longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep.  

I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed 
them and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be 
prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken.  

Ephesians 1:15-end 

15 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the saints, and for 
this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray 
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you 
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 



inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us 
who believe, according to the working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in 
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name 
that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things 
under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 23which is his body, 
the fullness of him who fills all in all.  

Matthew 25: 31-46 

31 ‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on 
the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate 
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put 
the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his 
right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and 
you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” 
37Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave 
you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a 
stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw 
you sick or in prison and visited you?” 40And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just 
as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” 
41Then he will say to those at his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart from me into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no 
food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not 
welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit 
me.” 44Then they also will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a 
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?” 45Then he will answer 
them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it 
to me.” 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.’  

 

Sermon by Reverend Susan Williams (Associate Priest) 

 

In the mosaics of Ravenna and in modern icons drawn (or ‘written’) in the Orthodox tradition, 
Christ the King rules the world.  He looks out at this people, aloof, serene, stern – the 
embodiment of God’s justice, to be worshipped and feared. 

In this country, too, in mediaeval times, the picture of Christ the King, the just judge, was often 
seen, sometimes surrounded by angels, above the arch which divides the nave, where the 
people stood, from the chancel, where the holy mysteries were celebrated.  On either side of 
the arch appeared images of human society – labourers, merchants and kings, soldiers, bishops 
and monks, nuns and servant girls, beggars and find ladies.  Occasionally you’d spot someone 
at work – a thief cutting a purse from a drunkard, a gentleman accepting a backhander, a 
couple embracing too uninhibitedly.  But always the whole company had to climb up to that 



central figure of Christ for judgement; some to be accepted into the heavenly choir, some to 
be driven into the gaping mouth of hell, prodded by imps with pitchforks. 

As they climbed, they seemed to know which side to go.  Rich or poor, high or lowly, 
professionally pious or purely worldly could be on either side.  They were already sorted like 
the sheep and goats with their different needs, according to the choices they’d made and acted 
on. 

Was the congregation in the nave looking at the people in the pictures (or even their 
neighbours in the congregation) and judging them too?  Or were they prompted to ask 
themselves: ’Am I a sheep or a goat?  Which way am I heading?  Is it too late to change?’ 

Yes truly, the Son of Man (note the title) sits enthroned in glory, confronting people with the 
choices they’ve made.  In particular, how they’ve met the traditional Jewish list of 
requirements to show their love for their neighbours.  Have they fed those whose basic needs 
are not being met; made strangers and outcasts feel welcomed and included; provided 
covering for those with no protection against the chill winds of prejudice and poverty; cared 
for the sick, the lonely, the unproductive, the hostile; not forgetting those imprisoned by their 
own past faults and failings, but also by laws and practices consciously or ignorantly weighted 
in favour of the rich and powerful? 

So what have we done for our fellow human beings, the weak and the vulnerable?  Do we 
recognise ourselves among the weak and vulnerable? 

I expect that, like me, you can think of times when yes, you’ve been able to help someone, to 
reach out with time, money or actions.  So, goody, you’re a sheep! 

But, like me, you can also think of times when you ignored the opportunity, or got it hopelessly 
wrong.  So maybe you’re a goat! 

Or perhaps you’re neither sheep nor goat, just an ordinary faulty human being, called to be 
Christ-like, desperately needing help if you’re to become more Christ-like. 

In the story, Jesus astonishes both ‘sheep’ and ‘goats’ when he tells them: ‘Just as you did it to 
one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me’. 

Christ the King, eternally embodies the justice and majesty of God.  But Jesus is also the one 
who has come to us, in mercy and humility, who identifies with us in all our weakness and 
failure and confusion, who washes and bandages our hurts and bruises and is there when we 
struggle for breath.  He suffers with us, dies for us, forgives us, changes us and claims us for his 
own. 

Above the chancel arch, in may churches also stood, or stands, the cross.  Do we see Christ the 
King there?  Or among his suffering, and caring, and loving, people? Or crowned in glory? Or 
all of them? 

 

 


